[Ultrasound diagnosis of the thyroid gland and adjacent soft tissue of the neck].
The significance of sonography in diffuse and focal thyroid pathologies is summarized. The sonomorphology and the vascularization in pathologies of the thyroid gland are discussed. Supplementary applications of scintigraphy and fine needle aspiration are pointed out. In hyperparathyroidism, the role of sonography to localize parathyroid adenoma is presented. The typical sonomorphology of benign cervical pathologies as cervical cysts, angiomas, lipomas and carotid body tumors is explained. Sonography is the primary imaging method for the assessment of the thyroid gland and the surrounding cervical soft tissue.